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SUBJECT: EC POLITICAL DIRECTORS' MEETING: CSCE 

1. NOEL DORR, IRISH POLITICAL DIRECTOR, BRIEFED US APRIL 10 ON APRIL 
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THERE WAS, HE SAID, A QUICK REVIEW OF CSCE PROGRESS. THE POLITICAL 
DIRECTORS GENERALLY AGREED THAT THE BREZHNEV LETTER NOW SEEMS OUT 
OF DATE, "TO PUT IT MILDLY," IN ITS PROPOSAL OF JUNE 30 FOR CSCE 
WRAP-UP. CONCLUSION OF THE CSCE SO EARLY WOULD HAVE REQUIRED MUCH 
FASTER MOVEMENT FROM THE SOVIETS THAN THEY HAVE BEEN WILLING TO 
CONSIDER. 

2. CBMS: THE SOVIETS HAVE SHOWN SOME NEW FLEXIBILITY, BUT THEIR 
INTEREST IN "VOLUNTARY" NOTIFICATIONS IS STILL CAUSING CONFUSION. 

THE EC COUNTRIES WANT TO GET CLARIFICATION BUT SEE THEMSELVES IN 
A "CATCH 22" SITUATION: IN ORDER TO FIND OUT WHAT THE SOVIETS HAVE 
IN MIND, THE EUROPEANS ARE BEING ASKED TO ACCEPT THE SOVIET 
PROPOSAL AS A BASIS OF NEGOTIATION. FACED WITH THIS PROBLEM, THE 
EC IS INCLINED TO MOVE CAUTIOUSLY. 

3. BASKET II: THE QUESTIONS OF THE MEN CLAUSE AND RECIPROCITY 
ARE STILL OUTSTANDING. THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS CONSIDERED THE EC 
POSITIONS BRIEFLY BUT TOOK NO DECISIONS OTHER THAN TO REMAIN COM- 
MITTED TO THEIR PROPOSALS. 

4. BASKET III: THE EC ALSO CONSIDERS IT IMPORTANT THAT PROGRESS BE 
MADE ON HUMANITARIAN ISSUES, BUT THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS HAD NO 
DETAILED DISCUSSION ON THE SUBJECT. 

5. FOLLOW-UP: THE PARTICIPANTS SPENT A LITTLE MORE TIME ON THIS 
AND DECIDED THAT THE DANISH PROPOSAL FOR AN EVALUATION OF CSCE 
RESULTS IN 1977 SHOULD REMAIN ON THE TABLE. THERE WAS SOME FEELING 
THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER TO GO FOR A FULL THREE- YEAR INTERVAL BEFORE 
ANY ASSESSMENT, AS HAD BEEN ORIGINALLY PROPOSED BY THE DANES, BUT 
PARTICIPANTS DECIDED THAT THE 1977 DATE SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO STAND. 
MOST LEANED TOWARD SETTING A DATE IN LATE 1977. THE EC MOOD IS 
MUCH AGAINST MAKING ANY COMMITMENT TO PERIODIC MEETINGS UNTIL 
THERE HAS BEEN A CHANCE TO SEE HOW EVENTS PROCEED BETWEEN NOW AND 
1977. 

5. THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS HAD SOME INTEREST IN PRESS REPORTS OF A 
POSSIBLE NATO SUMMIT ON CSCE, BUT THIS WAS NOT SEEN AS A TOPIC 
FOR DISCUSSION IN THE EC FRAMEWORK. 

6. ACCORDING TO DORR, THE ITALIANS WILT. PROVIDE A SIMILAR BRIEF- 
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